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of truth in the story. Factions among the Jews made
resistance to Rome hopeless, A group of nationalists
provoked Rome's wrath* And there was no national
unity to save the nation from Rome's vengeance*
Through national division, political ineptitude, the
Jews could not maintain their existence in Palestine
against the power of Rome when the folly of the
nationalists challenged it* The genius of the Jews
did not run to politics. It had another interest*

Throughout the period of their national existence,
the Jews did not relinquish the theocratic idea with
which their collective history began. It showed
Itself originally in that the rulers were men to
whom divine appointment could be ascribed and
who claimed divine direction and inspiration for their
actions and laws* " It is not I **, Moses and Samuel
might have said, and in other words did say, ** who
speak to you, but God "; so that obedience to them
was obedience to God, and complaint against them
was rebellion against God. The claim sounds
presumptuous to us, but it was fat otherwise to
the people of the time; for in their eyes these men
justified^ in some way, their claim to divine in-
spiration before they were accepted m rulers under
divine guidance. With the kings the position was
different: their claim to divine authority was a